[Neuronal death is basic problem of neurology and psychiatry].
The review deals with neuronal death in neurological and mental disorders. It considers two types of neuronal death in the central neuronal death: apoptosis and necrosis, as well as their mechanisms of development and regulation with the participation of apoptotic and antiapoptotic genes. At present, oxidative stress and excitotoxicity are considered to be the major mechanisms of cell death. Recent advances of molecular cell biology in the understanding the mechanisms responsible for neuronal death permit one to develop new therapeutical approaches in diseases of the central nervous system.